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TH£  ALAS^  CABLE  SYSTEM 


HISTOBY  OF  THE  OLD  CABLE 

* 

The  completioii  of  the  Alaskau  Cal^  System  in  1904  marked  one 
of  the  most  noteworthy  achievements  of  the  Signal  Corps  of  the 
Army  and  one  which  has  accomplished  much  toward  the  settlement 
and  developmeiit  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska  and  for  the  contentment 
and  well-being  of  its  inhabitants.  This  cable  was  laid  primarily  to 
connect  the  telegraph  systems  of  the  United  States  with  those  of 
A^nakft  for  the  traDsmission  of  official  messages  in  connection  with 
the  administration  of  military,  judicial,  and  territorial  affairs.  Due 
to  the  great  influx  of  people  to  Alaska  after  the  discovery  of  gold  at 
Cape  Nome,  the  mihtary  department  of  Ala^  was  created  by  the 
War  Department  in  1900  for  the  purpose  of  safeguarding  life  and 
property,  and  directing  and  coordinating  the  making  of  surveys  and 
ex;plorations.  In  order  to  f acihtate  thia  work^  Congress,  in  the  act 
approved  May  26,  1900,  and  in  subsequent  acts,  provided  for  a  com- 
prehensive system  of  mihtary  telegraph  and  cable  lines  in  Alaska. 
Under  this  act,  the  first  cable  was  laid  from  Fort  St.  Michael,  the 
military  headquarters,  to  Safety  Harbor,  a  distance  of  133  miles, 
connecting  by  land  line  to  Fort  Davis  at  Nome,  which  was  put  into 
operation  on  Octot^er  17,  1900.  The  second  cable  wa^  laid  between 
Skagway  and  Juneau,  the  capital  of  Alaska,  a  distance  of  123  miles. 
The  cable  was  opened  for  business  August  23,  1901,  but  was  inter- 
rupted after  working  a  few  days.  Every  effort  was  iiiade  to  restore 
commmiication,  but,  owing  to  the  lat^Mss  of  the  season  and  the  pre- 
vailing inclement  weather,  it  was  not  until  Jtme  9,  1902,  that  the 
cable,  was  placed  in  good  working  order.  Aside  from  the  military 
value  of  this  cable,  its  commercial  importance  to  southeastern  Alaska 
is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  the  combined  Government  and  com- 
mercial tariffs  during  the  21  days  of  its  operation  exceeded  $500, 

As  first  planned,  the  Alaskan  system  simply  brought  the  terrir 
torial  military  posts  in  communication  with  eadi  other  and  with  the 
commanding  general  of  the  Alaskan  Department,  then  stationed,  at 
Fort  St.  Michael,  but  did  not  afford  means  of  telegraphic  communis 
cation  outside  the  Territory  of  Alaska  except  over  the.  Canadian 
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telegraph  lines.  To  correct  this  situation,  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
his  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jme  30, 1902,  recommended 
the  f(dLowing: 

I  wish  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  importance  of  a  cable  between  the 
northwestern  coast  of  the  State  of  Washington  and  the  southern  point  of  our 
Alaskan  Territory,  so  as  to  connect  the  telegraph  system  of  the  United  Stetes 
with  the  telegraph  system  in  Alaska.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
m»i»t«iniiig  tioops  in  Alaska  at  various  points.  It  is  responsible  for  the  mainte- 
xumee  «f  order.  Disturbances  are  always  liable  to  occur  in  new  mining  camps 
and  there  is  always  a  ^OilibiU^  of  their  eceuniag  along  a  frontier  line.  Our 
only  present  means  of  eommunication  by  telegraph  with  our  officers  or  with  any 
one  concerned  In  «ie  Govenuneat  of  iUasiai  fe  over  the  Oanadttti  tend  Knee. 

In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  Congress  in  1903  appro- 
I>riated  $485,000  "for  the  purchase,  installation,  operation,  and 
maintenance  of  a  submarine  cable  for  connecting  the  headquarters 
of  the  Department  of  the  Colmnbia  with  mihtary  garrisons  in  south- 
eastern Alaska,  said  cable  to  extend  from  a  point  at  or  near  Fort 
Lawton,  Seattle,  Wash.,  via  Sitka,  Alaska,  to  Juneau,  Alaska." 
Similarly,  in  1904,  Congress  appropriated  $321,580  ''for  completing 
the  purchase,  installation,  operation,  and  mainteiiance  of  a  submarine 
military  cable  from  Sitka,  Alaska,  to  Fort  Liscum  (Valdez),  Alaska, 
connecting  by  an  ail-American  route  the  headquarters  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Columbia  with  the  military  garrisons  in  southeastern  Alaska." 
The  first  section  of  the  cable  laid  under  the  foregoing  appropriation 
extended  from  Juneau  to  Sitka,  a  distance  of  291  miles,  which  was 
completed  on  October  2,  1903.    The  cable  from  Sitka,  Alaska,  to 
Seattle,  Wash.,  a  distance  of  1,070  miles,  was  completed  on  August  28, 
1904,  and  the  section  from  Sitka  to  Fort  Liscum,  a  distance  of  644 
miles,  was  completed  on  October  3,  1904.   In  1906  Congress  appro- 
priated $95,000  for  the  extension  of  the  submarine  cable  from  Valdez 
to  Seward  at  the  head  of  Resurrection  Bay,  the  southern  terminus 
of  the  Alaskan  Central  Ri^ay.    The  work  d  laying  this  cable, 
193  miles  in  length,  was  commenced  on  July  31,  1905,  and  was  com- 
pleted August  3,  190^. 

Progress  in  the  derelopment  of  the  industries  and  commerce 
of  Alaska  has  been  reflected  in  the  traffic  handled  by  the  cable. 
The  value  of  the  traffic  handled  during  the  first  year  of  operation 
ionounted  to  $26,977.69,  white  tiiat  handled  during  the  fiscal  year 
1924  amounted  to  $408,837.32. 

mSTORY  OF  THE  NEW  CABLE 

It  became  apparent  early  in  1921  that,  in  order  to  handle  the  large 
ybhime  of  traffic  passing  over  the  cable,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
replace  the  original  cable,  which,  on  account  of  its  age  and  general 
worn  out  condition,  caused  frequent  interrui)tions  to  traffic  and 
raquired  numerous  repairs.   The  cableship  BwrrMe,  which  laid  the 
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original  cable,  was  likewise  worn  out,  hem%  40  years  old  and  having 
been  in  cable-laying  service  in  the  Phihppine  Islands  as  well  as  in 
Alaskan  waters  smce  1900.  As  a  preliminary  step  toward  the 
replacement  of  the  Alaskan  caWe,  the  Signal  Corps  secured,  through 
Executive  order  of  September  26,  1921,  the  United  States  Shipping 
■  Board  steamship  DeUwood,  which  the  Signal  Corps  converted  into 
a  cableship,  embodying  the  latest  mechanical  improvemants  in  the 
cable-laying  art. 

The  Signal  Corps  represented  to  Congress  at  its  sessions  the 
necessity  for  replacing  the  worn-out  cables  with  a  new  and  modern 
system  that  should  meet  the  growing  needs  of  Alaskan  commerce. 
Traffic  pertaining  to  commerce  has  for  a  long  time  held  first  place  on 
the  Al4skan  cable,  which  had  been  originally  laid  for  mihtary  pur- 
poses. These  representations  at  last  bore  fruit  and  by  the  act 
approved  March  2,  1923,  Congress  appropriated  the  sum  of  $750,000 
for  the  replacement  of  the  worn-out  portions  of  the  Alaskan  cable, 
with  a  further  provision  authorizmg  the  Secretary  of  War  to  incur 
obhgations  for  an  additional  $750,000  to  be  made  available  in  tiie 
1925  appropriations. 

PUBCHASE  OF  THE  NEW  CABLE 

■  The  Signal  Corps  began  immediately  the  work  of  preparation 
necessary  for  carrying  out  such  a  tremendous  project.    Its  prevision 
to  secure  and  have  ready  a  modem  cable^p  was  to  prove  the  key- 
stone in  this  enterprise.    Specifications  were  prepared  by  the  Signal 
Corps  engineering  staff  for  purchasing  the  cable;  studies  made  of  the 
proposed  location  <rf  the  new  cable  and  of  the  shore  situation  at 
Seattle,  Sitka,  and  Valdez.    In  laying  tii«  (wiginal  cable,  th«  Si^ 
Corps  departed  from  the  customary  cable-en^eering  practice  of  using 
^4»ta-f>eD6ha  insulated  cable  and  used  rubber  insulated  cable  of 
American  manuf aictiire.   Wale  rubbw  insulated  cable  does  not  have 
the  life  of  the  gutta-percha  cable,  the  excdlent  results  obtained  by 
its  use  in  the  Alaskan  cable,  during  long  years  of  service,  have  demon- 
strated the  practicabihty  of  such  insulation  in  the  event  that  gutta- 
percha cable  is  not  obtMuable.    Deep-sea  cable  must  be  made  on 
order,  as  factories  do  not  keep  a  set-up  for  its  production.    The  Signa 
Corps  engineering  staff  found  that  the  item  of  cost  and  other  advan- 
tages favored  gutta-percha  insulated  cable  and  accordingly  decided 
on  the  use  of  this  type  of  cable.    Tenders  were  then  requested  from 
American  and  European  cable  manufacturers,  and  on  August  1,  1923, 
when  the  bids  were  opened,  it  was  found  that  only  five  cable  manu- 
facturers had  sabmitted  bids,  four  of  them  being  British,  no  American 
.  manufacturer  having  submitted  a  bid.    After  investigation  of  the 
capacity  of  tiie  various  plants,  reliability  of  the  manufacturers,  etc., 
a  contract  was  axtmred  inljo  with  <me  of  the  foremost  British  cable 
manufacturers  on  September  1,  1^23,  for  1,900  aaiitical  nriieB  of 
gutta-percha  cable  of  various  types  and  sizes. 
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In  the  meantime,  a  route  from  Seattle  to  Ketchikan,  via  Trocadero 
Portage,  and  from  Ketchikan  to  Seward  had  been  selected,  and  this 
route  surveyed  by  the  United  States  Navy  destroyers  H«K  and  Corry, 
which  had  been  equipped  with  sonic  depth  finders.  This  route  was 
deterndned  upon  because  of  more  favorable  conditions  existing  on 
the  ocean  bed  and  because  more  favorable  ehh\e  landings  could  be 
secured,  and,  in  addition,  a  large  saving  in  cable  mileage  would  be 
made.  On  January  24,  1924,  the  cableship  DeBwood  left  Seattle, 
Wash.,  for  London,  England,  to  load  the  first  section  of  the  cable, 
which  had  been  completed  by  the  manufacturers.  After  an  mievent- 
ful  journey,  the  DeOiwood  returned  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  commenced 
cable  laying  operations  on  May  1 1 , 1924.  By  May  30, 1924,  the  first 
section  of  the  new  cable,  868.65  nautical  miles,  was  laid  between 
Seattle,  Wash.,  and  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  and  on  June  18,  1924,  the 
Dellwood  once  more  left  Seattle  for  London  for  the  balance  of  the 
cable.  The  Dellwood  returned  to  Seattle  on  September  21,  1924,  and 
commenced  laying  the  last  section  oi  the  cable  on  September  27, 
1924.  The  laying  of  the  last  section  of  the  new  cable,  738.054 
nautical  miles,  between  Ketchikan  and  Seward,  was  completed  on 
October  9,  1924,  the  cableship  having  completed  42,000  miles  of 
steaming  in  this  undertaking. 

CABLESHIP  "dellwood" 

The  successful  transportation  and  laying  of  this  new  cable  in  such 
a  short  space  of  time  by  the  cableship  Dellwood,  without  hitch  or 
flaw  and  in  full  keeping  with  predetmrmised  engpyeering  schedules, 
demonstrated  that  the  United  States  now  has  in  its  possession  and 
operation  a  cableship  capable  of  transporting  1,800  miles  of  deep-sea 
cable  and  carrying  (m  «aUe4a3ring  c^penMaons  in  any  ocean* 

INFLUENCE  OF  THE  GABLE  ON  ALASEAN  APPAERS 

As  a  result  of  the  laying  of  this  new  cable,  and  in  conjunction  with 
the  land  telegraph  hues  and  radio  stations  owned  by  the  Government, 
and  installed,  operated,  and  mMntained  by  the  Signal  Corps  of  the 
Army,  Alaska  enjoys  communication  facilities  within  its  borders  and 
with  the  outside  world.  Isolation,  the  bane  of  any  newly  settled 
country,  no  Icmger  holds  Alaska  in  its  grip,  and  the  hopes,  ambitions, 
and  achievements  of  its  inhabitants  are  firmly  bound  to  those  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  to  those  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 
MesBages  may  be  sent  and  receiyeji  by  cable,  telegraph,  or  radio  from 
the  largest  town  or  smallest  settlement  in  Alaska  to  any  point  in  the 
United  States  or  Europe  equipped  with  similar  communication 
faialitiefi.   Thenewa  of  4e  d^j    tr^oia^t^  by  cf^ble, 


ntdio  to  inhabitants  of  towns  and  hamlets  located  long  distances  from 
the  main  traveled  highways. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  realize  that  the  cable  has  had  an  important 
ighare  in  the  development  of  the  Territory,  both  socially  and  com- 
mercially. Modern  business  is  on  such  a  basis  that  transactions  can 
no{  be  conducted  and  negotiations  proceed  between  distant  points 
without  the  service  of  electrical  communications.  Social  necessities 
of  the  modern  world  are  such  that  persons  traveling  to  distant  points 
are  no  longer  content  to  lose  contact  with  their  connections  at  home 
or  other  points,  and  modern  electrical  communication  systems  have 
enabled  such  contact  to  be  maintained.  Hence,  it  is  logical,  and,  in 
fact,  necessary  that  the  residents  of  Alaska  should,  and  do,  maintain 
considerable  exchange  of  messages  with  friends  in  the  home  land.  The 
cable  system  long  realized  this  necessity  and  very  early  established  a 
night  letter  S3^tem,  which  was  one  of  the  first  cable  systems  offering 
such  advantages  to  its  users. 

The  Alaskan  Cable  System  is  available  for  commercial  as  well  as 
governmental  use,  and  handtoa  day  messages,  night  messages,  ni^t 
letters,  and  press  matter  on  the  same  basis  as  telegraph  companies 
throughout  the  United  States.  At  the  more  important  offices  a 
tel^aphic  money  transfer  service  is  in  operation.  Weather  forecasts 
and  market  reports  are  transmitted  over  the  Alaskan  Cable  System 
and  are  posted  on  bulletin  boards  for  the  information  of  the  public. 
In  the  smaller  places  where  newspap^  are  not  maintained,  the 
Signal  Corps  telegraph  office  is  the  center  of  the  educational,  social, 
and  political  life  of  the  community,  as  here  the  news  of  the  world  is 
received  and  posted  on  a  bulletin  board  where  it  is  read  and  discussed 
by  the  residents  of  the  village* 

FUTURE  PACIFIC  CABLE  PHOJECTS 

The  future  will  undoubtedly  see  the  cable  system  involved  in 
further  extensions.  There  is  at  presoat  but  one  cable  across  ^ 
Pacific  Ocean  from  the  United  States  to  the  Philippines,  China,  and 
Japan,  and  another  cable  from  Canada  to  Australia.  There  are  17 
caUee  across  the  Atluitic  Ocean,  and  it  is  easy  to  foresee  tJiat  the 
day  is  not  far  off  when  one  or  more  additional  cables  will  be  laid 
across  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  present  Alaskan  Cable  System  may 
f onn  a  part  of,  or  may  be  otherwise  connected  with  such  ad^tional 
cables.  The  recent  flight  of  the  round-the-world  flyers  across  the 
Paci^c  indicates  that  the  shortest  route  over  this  vast  expanse  of 
water  is  by  keeping  close  to  Alaska  and  the  Alratian  Islands.  The 
Aleutians  may  be  utilized  for  the  location  of  relay  stations  should  a 
new  Pacific  cable  ever  be  laid  along  this  route  to  the  Philippines, 
Ouna,  and  Japan. 
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OQiFNECTINO  SYSTEMS 

At  the  present  time  the  Signal  Corps  maintains  and  operates  in 
the  Alaskan  Cable  System  2,655  statute  miles  of  submarine  cable, 
20  radio  stations,  and  840  circuit  miles  of  telegraph  lines,  connecting 
44  offices.  This  system  connects  with  the  Government  railroad  lines 
at  Seward,  Nenana,  and  Fairbanks,  and  with  the  White  Pass  and 
Yukon  railroad  lines  at  Skagway,  and  through  the  latter  with  the 
Canadian  Government  lines  at  White  Horse,  Yukon  Territory.  Also 
arrangements  have  been  completed  recently  with  the  Canadian  Gov- 
ernment for  the  handling  of  radio  traffic  between  the  Signal  Corps 
station  at  Circle,  Alaska,  and  the  Canadian  Government  station  at 
Dawson  City,  Yukon  Territory,  Alaska.  In  addition,  the  Alaskan 
Cable  System  connects  with  nine  privately  owned  commercial  tde- 
phone  companies  in  Alaska,  all  of  which  handle  telegrams,  and  with 
the  naval  radio  communication  service,  and  through  the  latter  with 
■  the  radio  stations  operated  by  the  various  salmon  canning  interests. 

CIABUB  V.  BADIO 

The  question  of  the  replacement  of  the  submarine  cables  now  in  use 
on  the  Alaskan  system  by  radio  has  been  thwtoughly  studied  by  the 
Signal  Corps  in  conjunction  with  the  leading  communication  engi- 
neers, and  it  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  such  replacement  could 
not  be  advantageously  made  at  the  present  stage  of  development 
of  the  radio  art.  Both  the  radio  and  cable  have  distinctive  fields  of 
service,  and  while  radio  may  be  used  advantageously  to  supplement 
the  cable  service  it  can  not  entirely  supplant  it  to-day.  These  two 
services  are  not  destined  to  absorb  each  other,  but,  like  the  telephone 
mA  tele^aph,  each  will  find  a  full  sphere  of  usefulness. 

FINANCES 

Inasmuch  as  the  Alaskan  Cable  System  is  owned  by  the  Govern- 
ment,  Coiigress  must  appropriate  for  its  upkeep,  and  for  this  purpose 
authorizes  an  expenditure  of  $140,000  each  year.  It  should  be  under- 
stood that  all  money  received  for  the  transmission  of  telegrams  on 
the  system  must  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
and  that  no  part  of  saxh  receipts  may  be  expended  ott  t^  systejn. 
except  by  congressional  appropriation. 

PERSONNEL 

The  military  personnel  employed  in  the  mamtenance  and  operation 
of  the  Alaskan  Cable  System,  consisting  of  4  commissioned  officers, 
3  warrant  officers,  and  203  noncommissioned  and  lesser  grades,  are 
paid  from  the  Army  appropriations,  and  their  salaries  form  no  charge 
against  the  upkeep  of  the  cable  system.  In  addition,  44  civilian 
wnployeesfoim  a  part  of  the  system,  and  their  salaries  are  charged  to 
the  system. 


THE  ALASKAN  CABLE  SYSTEM 


T 


The  purpose  of  the  Government  in  the  ptet  has  been  to  keep  a 
system  of  communicatioxi  open  which  would  answer  its  own  needa 
amd  at  the  saane  tims  be  a  benefit  to  the  people  of  the  Temtoiy* 
That  the  system  has  been  of  aid  in  the  development  of  the  T«ritoiy 
is  shown  by  the  annual  message  growth,  as  set  forth  in  the  following 
table: 


Year 


1903. 
1004. 

1905. 
1906. 
1907. 
1908. 
1909. 
1010. 
1911. 
1912. 
1913. 
1914. 
1915. 
1916. 
1917. 
1918. 
1919. 
1920. 
1921. 
1922. 


Number 

of  mes- 
sages (all 
cHasaes) 


5S^IU» 

134,630 
306, 454 
310,000 
134,412 
143,  995 
150,  779 
139,  281 
136, 216 
140,343 
137,502 
115, 434 
131, 413 
209,363 
258,547 
260, 651 
219,966 
174,686 
214,068 
214,660 
223,031 


Noinber 

of  words, 
press 
matter 


Value  of 
commw- 

cial,  this 
line  and 
QtfaerMne 


1, 441,471 

1, 410, 946 

1,  657,  773 

2,  367, 150 
3, 025, 028 
2,875,656 
2,732,752 
2,629, 160 
2,890,728 
2,595,216 


1  $14, 243. 54 
29, 748. 74 
104, 139. 01 
195, 143.34 
236,912.  39 
229, 825.  85 
222,888.40 

207,  083.91 

208,  726. 95 
206, 548. 32 
217, 499.84 
217, 351.35 
197, 736. 71 
188, 982.  68 
221, 902.  68 
228,072. 47 
245,  599.  87 
239,495.03 
212, 648.  89 
241, 160.  06 
264,961. 87 
273»316.69 


Value  of 
Govern- 
ment 
traffic 


$33, 113.34 
45, 777.02 
71,349.28 
104, 807.03 
135,  746.  38 
144, 641. 12 
188, 782.68 
174,006.00 
152,214.75 
182,641.04 
180,  677.  23 
161, 37a  00 
116,590.83 
194,  571. 01 
194, 104. 15 
313,302.63 
360, 892. 19 
231,933.02 
203,84L72 
141,708.84 
127/199.52 
135,00.61 


Total 


$47,366.88 

75,525. 76 
175,488.29 
299,951.27 
372,658.77 
374,466.07 
411,671.08 
381, 088.  91 
360,94L70 
389,10a25 
398, 177.07 
378,721.35 
314,27ft.M 
383,  553. 69 
416,096.83 
541,375.10 
606, 492. 06 
471,428.05 

4i5,ooaoi 

382, 868. 90 
392, 161.39 


^  Indoden  feceipts  ooUected  from  opening  of  sygtem. 


CABLE^  TELEOBAFH,  AND  BADIO  STATIONS 

The  cable,  telegraph,  and  radio  stations  maintained  by  this  systenL 
are  located  at  the  following  points : 


Beaver  Dam  (telegraidi). 
Bethel  (radio). 

Ghilkoot  Barracks  (telegraph) . 
Circle  (radio). 
Copper  Center  (telegraph). 
Cordova  (cable). 
Craig  (radio). 
Donnely  (teliegraph) . 
Furbaoks  (radio  and  telegraph) « 
Fort  Egbert  (radio). 
Fort  Gibbcm  (ndio). 
Fort  Yukon  (radio). 
Fortuna  Ledge  (radie). 
Grundler  (telegraph). 
Gulkana  (telegraph). 
Haggard  (telegraph). 
Holy  Cross  (radio). 
Pot  Springs  (radio), 
iMitarod  (radio). 
Jimeau  (eable  and  mdio). 
Ketchikan  (eable  and  radio). 
Kotzebue  (radio). 


layoigQod  (ladio)* 

McC^um  (tel€i;raph). 

K^oana  (tetograph). 

Nome  (radio). 

Nulato  (radio). 

Parson  (telegraph). 

Petersburg  (cable). 

Richardson  (telegraph). 

Ruby  (radio). 

Salehil  (telegraph). 

Seattle  (cable  and  teksgn^lO. 

Seward  (caUe  and  tdegraiA). 

Sitka  (cable  and  radio). 

Skagway  (telegraph  and  cable). 

St.  Michael  (radio). 

Tacotna  (radio). 

Teikhell  (telegraph). 

Tonsina  (telegraph). 

Valdes  (cable,  radiOy  and  telegiaph)* 

Winum  (mdio). 

Wortmans  (tdegraph). 

Wrangell  (cable). 


The  towns  of  Seward,  Ketchikan,  Valdez,  Juneau,  Skagway, 
Nenana,  Fairbanks^  Sitka,  and  Petersburg  are  provided  with  mes- 
senger diiivecy  sarviee  Sifnal.  Corps,  suoh*  ss  may  be  found 
in  cities  and  towns  of  simBar  isae  and  importance  in  Hie  United 
States. 

The  charges  for  sending  and  receiving  messages  over  t^e  Alaskan 
system  are  moderate  and  compare  favorably  with  the  charges  made 
for  similar  soivices  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cost  of  sending  an  ordinary  10-*wor4 
day  message  from  the  principal  towns  in  Alaska  to  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  United  States,  via  the  Alaskan  conununication  sys- 
tem and  either  of  the  large  American  telegraph  companies: 


To— 

Seattle 

New 
YoHc 

Phlladel- 
piiia 

San 
Fran- 
dsoo 

Wash- 
ington, 
D.  C. 

New 
Orieans 

Chicago 

$2.00 

$3.20 

$3.20 

$2. 72 

$3.20 

$3.20 

$2.90 

2.00 

3.20 

3.20 

2.  72 

3.20 

3.20 

2.90 

1. 50 

2.  70 

2.  70 

2.22 

2. 70 

2.70 

2.40 

2.00 

3.20 

3.20 

2.  72 

3.20 

3.20 

2.90 

FcrtYtik<m.    

2.00 

3.20 

3.20 

2.  72 

3.20 

3.20 

2.90 

1.00 

2.  20 

2.20 

1. 72 

2.20 

2.20 

1.90 

1.00 

2.20 

2.20 

1.72 

2.  20 

2.20 

1.90 

2.00 

3.20 

3.20 

2. 72 

3.20 

3.20 

2.90 

2.  80 

4.00 

4.00 

3.  52 

4.00 

4.00 

3.70 

PetersbursE  „  _   

1.00 

2.20 

2.20 

1. 72 

2.20 

2.20 

1.90 

Seward                  .  . 

1.  50 

2.  70 

2. 70 

2. 22 

2.70 

2.  70 

2. 40 

Sitka..  

1.00 

2.20 

2.20 

#  1.72 

2.20 

2.20 

1.90 

1.00 

2.20 

2.20 

1.72 

2.20 

2.20 

1.90 

L«r 

&70 

2.70 

2L70 

Z40 

The  following  tables  show  the  cost  of  sending  an  ordinary  10- 
word  day  message  from  a  few  of  the  more  important  towns  to  other 
points  in  Alaska: 


From— 

Anchor- 
age 

Cordova 

Fair- 
banks 

Fort 

Iditarod 

Juneau 

$1.00 

$1.00 

$L50 

$1.70 

$1.50 

$1.00 

.70 

1.00 

1.60 

1.00 

1.00 

.70 

.50 

.70 

1.50 

1.50 

1.00 

.50 

LOO 

1.50 

Iditarod — 

1.70 
1.50 

1.50 

.70 

1.00 

2.50 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

2.50 

LtO 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

2.50 

.50 

1.00 

1.00 

.20 

.50 

.70 

1.50 

1.70 

1.50 

.70 

1.00 

.50 

2.50 

i.ao 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

2.60 

.30 

.50 

.50 

.70 

1.00 

1.60 

1.00 

1.50 

1.00 

1.60 

1.50 

2.50 

.40 

1.50 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

2.50 

.30 

1.00 

.50 

.50 

.70 

1.20 

1.00 

Wrwge|l  J  ,  .  .^.•^  

1.60 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

2.50 

.40 

From— 


Anchorage — 

Cordova  

Fairbanks.-. 
Fort  Yukon- 
Id  itarod  

Juneau  

Ketcbfkan... 

NenanaL  

Nome  

Petersburg- 
Seward  

Sitka  

Skagway — 

Valdez  

Wrangell-  — 


To- 


Ketchi- 
kan 

Nena- 
na 

Nome 

Peters- 
burg 

Seward 

Sitica 

Skag- 
way 

Valdez 

Wran- 
geU 

$1.50 

$1.00 

$1. 70 

$1.  50 

$0.50 

$L50 

$1.50 

$L00 

$L6a 

LOO 

1.00 

1.60 

1.00 

.50 

LOO 

LOO 

.50 

LOO 

1.50 

.20 

.70 

1.60 

.70 

L50 

1.50 

.50 

L60 

1.60 

.50 

1.00 

1.50 

LOO 

L50 

L50 

.70 

L50 

2.60 

.70 

.60 

2.50 

L50 

2.50 

2.50 

L20 

2.50 

.00 

L50 

Z50 

.30 

LOO 

.40 

.30 

LOO 

.40 

1.60 

2.50 

.40 

LOO 

.50 

.50 

LOO 

.30 

L60 

.70 

1.60 

LOO 

L60 

L50 

.70 

L50 

2.50 

.70 

2.50 

L50 

2.50 

2.50 

1.20 

2.50 

.40 

1.50 

2.50 

LOO 

.40 

.40 

LOO 

.30 

1.00 

1.00 

L50 

1.00 

LOO 

LOO 

.50 

LOO 

.50 

1.50 

^50 

.40 

LOO 

.50 

LOO 

.40 

.60 

1.50 

2.  50 

.40 

LOO 

.50 

LOO 

.60 

1.00 

.70 

1.20 

LOO 

.50 

LOO 

LOO 

LOO 

.80 

L50 

2L50 

.90 

LOO 

.40 

.50 

LOO 

1 

The  general  offices  of  the  Alaskan  Cable  System  are  located  in  the 

Arcade  Building,  Seattle,  Wash.  Further  information  regarding 
tariffs,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  at  any  Signal  Corps  office  in  Alaska 
or  at  the  general  offices  of  toe  system  in  Seattle. 


X) 

U 


,    LX-GEINO  ^ 


Wasbington- Alaska  Military  Cable  &  Telegraph  System 


MOUNT  Mckinley— 20.300  feet  in  elevation 
Tha  hlghatt  mountain  In  North  Antarlca 


no 


A._a    K  A 


BE.RJNG 


l»A&C.ULLUI  \ 


Jr  OF  A1.A5KA 


^  LCGEINO 

i  RAM)  dTATIOMd 


iTCHMUMN 


NORTH  PAClFiC  OCCAM 


WA5HINGT0I4- ALASKA  MILITARY  CABLE-Cl  TELL6.  £>Y5' 


Washington- Alaska  Military  Cable  &  Telegraph  System 


MOUNT  Mckinley— 20,300  feet  in  elevation 
The  highest  mountain  in  North  America 


FAIRBANKS 

A  city  in  the  center  of  Alaska 


JUNEAU 
The  capital  of  Alaska 


* 


i 

I 
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BIG  RIVERS  IN  ALASKA 

Railroad  bridge  700  feet  long.    The  Tanana  at  Nenana 


SITKA 
The  first  capital  of  Alaska 


SITKA 

The  first  capital  of  Alaska 


BROADWAY.  SEWARD.  ALASKA 


DELLWOOD 

U.  S.  Signal  Corps  cableship  assigned  to  the  Alaskan  cable  system 


DELLWOOD 

U.  S.  Signal  Corps  cableship  assigned  to  the  Alaskan  cable  system 


SKAGWAY 
Where  rail  and  water  meet 


SEATTLE.  WASH. 
The  southern  terminus  of  the  Alaskan  cable 


J 
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